FROM THE EDITORS
to a nonspecialist audience. This session will also be an occasion for
delegates to discuss expectations concerning the magazine with the
editorial team. The talks (19 of which are keynote lectures) will all be
30 minutes long. Elements will also have a booth (#43) at the conference, so please drop by.

THIS ISSUE
When starting work on this issue, I checked the defi nition of ophiolites in the Glossary of Geology, third edition (1990): a group of mafic
and ultramafic igneous rocks ranging from spilite and basalt to gabbro and
peridotite, including rocks rich in serpentine, chlorite, epidote, and albite
derived from them by later metamorphism, whose origin is associated with
an early phase of development of a geosyncline. The term was originated by
Steinmann in 1905. Although this defi nition in the Glossary of Geology
was in serious need of revision, still it reminds us that the plate tectonic
revolution is just a little over 40 years old, and as an undergraduate
student I learned about eugeosynclines and miogeosynclines. The study
of ophiolitic sequences has been key to improving our understanding
of plate tectonics. The fascinating story of ophiolites has become more
complex with time, and is told here by Guest Editors Yildirim Dilek
and Harald Furnes and their cast of authors. We are fortunate to have
a perspective by Robert Coleman, one of the convenors of the famous
1972 Penrose field conference where a consensus definition of ophiolite
was reached. Also, my colleague Jean Bédard brings his Appalachian
perspective.

CALL FOR PROPOSALS – THEMATIC TOPICS 2016
You think your area of research would make a great issue of Elements?
Consider submitting a proposal. At our editorial meeting, we will discuss all proposals we have on hand and will slate six for 2016. The
selected proposals will strike a balance among petrology, mineralogy,
and geochemistry, and will be the most exciting and pertinent for
Elements’ audience. You can download the proposal form at www.
elementsmagazine.org/proposal.htm.

ELEMENTS AND GEOSCIENCEWORLD
GeoScienceWorld (www.geoscienceworld.org) is an aggregate of societyrun Earth science journals. Since its launch in 2005, its number of
subscribers has steadily grown and many new journals and features
have been added. This past year, it launched OpenGeoSci, a free, public,
map-based interface that allows users to search for maps, cross sections,
charts, tables, figures, and data from GeoScienceWorld publications.
Check it out at www.opengeosci.org.

If, like me, you are not too familiar with the classification of ultramafic rocks, you might fi nd this ternary diagram useful while delving
through these articles.

Elements became part of GeoScienceWorld in December 2007, and it
has done very well every year. If your institution subscribes to GSW,
make sure you get your students or colleagues to download the articles
they need from GSW (www.elements.geoscienceworld.org), as Elements
is compensated every time a user from one of the GSW subscribers
downloads a PDF or reads an HTML fi le. If your institution does not
subscribe to GSW, encourage your librarian to request a free trial period
(www.geoscienceworld.org), so you and your colleagues can try it out—
it might be a welcome addition to your online resources. Finally, all
the editorial content in Elements (book reviews; editorial, Triple Point,
society news, etc.) is posted on GSW and is open access.
Pierrette Tremblay, Executive Editor
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BACK ISSUES OF ELEMENTS
FOR TEACHING PETROLOGY
ORDER ONLINE at www.elementsmagazine.net
or access at www.elementsmagazine.org/archives
or www.elements.geoscienceworld.org

BREAKING NEWS: INCOMING EDITOR 2015–2017
We are thrilled to announce that Bernie Wood has
accepted the invitation to join the Elements editorial
team, starting in January 2015. He will replace John
Valley whose term of office ends on 31 December
2014. We will introduce him more formally at a
later date.

ELEMENTS AT GOLDSCHMIDT
Our next editorial meeting will be held in Sacramento, USA, on June
8, immediately prior to the Goldschmidt Conference. This yearly faceto-face meeting is extremely valuable as it gives us an opportunity to
discuss in depth various aspects of Elements. Traditionally we invite
the incoming editor to attend the meeting as it is a great way to get an
overview of how Elements functions. One of our main tasks is discussing
the proposals we have received for future issues of the magazine.
The Goldschmidt Conference will feature a two-day union session entitled “Elements: 10 Years Old” on Monday and Tuesday, June 9 and 10.
This session will cover the three fields reflected by the magazine over
its 10 years of activity, geochemistry, mineralogy, and petrology, and
will also include contributions dedicated to societal/cultural aspects.
The talks will illustrate the great diversity of topics treated over the
years and will emphasize major progress made since the publication of
some of the early themes. This will be done in the philosophy of the
magazine, that is, combining cutting-edge research with accessibility
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For the advancement of
gemmological science
We proudly present the new
Dr. Eduard Gübelin Research Scholarship,
an annual grant supporting a scientific
research project in the field of
gemmology in the broadest sense.
The annual value is
CHF 30,000 (USD 33,000).
For guidelines, application forms and
further information please see:
www.gubelingemlab.com /scholarship /

Dr. Eduard Gübelin Association for Research & Identification of Precious Stones
Maihofstrasse 102 6006 Lucerne Switzerland T: +41 41 429 17 17 info@gubelingemlab.com

