PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

ACADEMIA EUROPAEA RECOGNIZES
EARTH SCIENTISTS

GEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION
OF CANADA AWARDS

Four Earth scientists were recently elected as members of the Academia
Europaea (www.acadeuro.org). Academia Europaea, founded in 1988, is
a European, non-governmental association acting as an academy, and
has about 2800 members. It includes leading experts from the physical
sciences and technology, Earth and environmental sciences, the biological sciences and medicine, mathematics, the letters and humanities,
the social and cognitive sciences, economics and law. In addition to
its workshops, conferences, and study groups, the academy provides
expert advice on European science-policy matters. Our colleagues will
be officially received during the presentation and induction ceremony
of the academy in Barcelona, Spain, on July 16–18, 2014, on the occasion of its 26th conference.

The Geological Association of Canada recently announced its 2014 awards,
which will be presented during its annual meeting. Among the awardees are
several members of Elements participating societies.
Brendan Murphy, a professor of structural
geology in the Department of Earth Sciences at
St. Francis Xavier University, will receive the
Ambrose Medal for sustained dedicated service
to the Canadian Earth science community.
Brendan has served on the University Partnerships
in Cooperation and Development Program and
on the NSERC Solid Earth Sciences Committee,
and he has been chair of APICS and Science Atlantic, president of the
Atlantic Geoscience Society, a leader on several IGCP projects, and an
Earth science columnist for the Cape Breton Post. He is a current editor
of Geoscience Canada and Geology and a past editor of the Geological
Society of America Bulletin.

Gilberto Artioli is a professor of mineralogy
and crystallography in the Department of
Geosciences at the University of Padova, Italy. His
research interests include the relationships
between the structure and properties of minerals
and industrial phases, the application of advanced
characterization techniques in materials science,
and the investigation of cultural-heritage materials. He is currently the director of the CIRCe Centre for the study of
cementitious systems.

The Hutchison Medal for recent exceptional
advances in Canadian Earth science research, will
be awarded to Ali Polat of the University of
Windsor, Canada. Ali received his BSc (1988) from
Istanbul Technical University, MSc (1992) from
the University of Houston, and PhD (1998) from
the University of Saskatchewan. His main research
interests include Archean greenstone belts, anorthosites, ophiolites, and accretionary complexes. He is editor in chief
of the Canadian Journal of Earth Sciences.

Gordon Brown is the Kirby Professor of Earth
Sciences, the chair of the Department of Geological
& Environmental Sciences, and Professor (by courtesy) of Chemical Engineering at Stanford
University, as well as Professor of Photon Science
at SLAC National Accelerator Lab. His research
and teaching focus on environmental chemistry/
geochemistry and mineralogy, particularly the
chemical behavior of heavy metals and actinides.

The Duncan R. Derry Medal, the highest award
bestowed by the Mineral Deposits Division of the
association, is awarded annually to an economic
geologist who has made significant contributions
to the science of economic geology in Canada. The
2014 winner is Barbara H. Scott Smith of
Scott-Smith Petrology Inc., North Vancouver, BC.
After receiving her PhD in the UK and working
for De Beers in South Africa, Barbara has been based in Canada as an
independent consultant to worldwide diamond projects. In the last two
decades her consulting increasingly focused on Canada during the
emergence of its diamond industry. Barbara continues to share her
expertise and undertake research through her own professional school
of kimberlite petrology and as an adjunct professor at the University
of British Columbia.

Elisabetta Erba is a professor of paleontology
in the Department of Earth Sciences, University
of Milan, Italy, where she investigates and teaches
many aspects of Mesozoic calcareous nanoplankton. Through her research in high-resolution biostratigraphy and paleoecology, she has
contributed to improving timescales and understanding biosphere–geosphere interactions, especially in paleogreenhouse worlds. Her studies on nanoplankton evolution and biomineralization have highlighted the role of excess CO2,
climate change, oceanic fertility, acidification, and anoxia on marineecosystem dynamics.

The Logan Medal, the highest award of the
Geological Association of Canada, will be presented to Andrew Miall for sustained distinguished achievement in Canadian Earth science.
Andrew has been a professor of geology at the
University of Toronto since 1979. He specializes
in sedimentary and petroleum geology and is the
author of the book Principles of Sedimentary Basin
Analysis. Andrew is a fellow of the Royal Society of Canada and served
as president of the Academy of Science in 2007–2009.

Alexander Sobolev is a professor of geochemistry and petrology at J. Fourier University,
Grenoble, France, and a research fellow at
Vernadsky Institute of Geochemistry, Moscow,
Russia. His studies of melt inclusions in minerals
and the composition of olivine phenocrysts in
lavas have helped us to understand the scale,
nature, and origin of mantle heterogeneity.
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