Don Brownlee is a professor of astronomy at the
University of Washington (USA). He obtained a BS
in electrical engineering from the University of
California, Berkeley (USA) and a PhD in astronomy
from the University of Washington. He began
cosmic dust collections in 1966 with the NASA
Gemini orbital missions and has been involved with
the analysis and collection of cosmic dust from
spacecraft, the Moon, U2 aircraft, sounding rockets, high altitude balloons, deep-sea sediments, and polar ice. He was the principal investigator in charge of NASA’s Stardust mission, which collected thousands
of particles from a comet and returned them to Earth.
Cécile Engrand is a research director at the Nuclear
Science Centre and the Material Sciences (CSNSM)
at the Université Paris Sud (France), a part of
France’s National Center of Scientific Research
(CNRS). She is an engineer in materials science,
received her PhD in 1995 from Université Paris Sud
and was a postdoctoral fellow at the Natural History
Museum of Vienna (Austria) and at the Department
of Earth and Space Sciences at the University of California, Los Angeles
(USA). She participated in the CSNSM’s Antarctic micrometeorite collection program at the Concordia Research Station in 2002. She is
co-investigator with the COSIMA instrument, which is the dust analyzer
onboard the European Space Agency’s Rosetta space probe. Her research
focuses on the analysis of cosmic dust, especially cometary particles,
to understand how dust particles have evolved from interstellar space
to the current Solar System.
George J. Flynn received BS and MS degrees in
physics from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (USA) and a PhD in physics from
Washington University in St. Louis (Missouri, USA).
He is a professor of physics and mathematics at the
State University of New York at Plattsburgh (USA).
His research interests include the elemental, mineralogical, and organic characterization of interplanetary dust particles, focusing on high-resolution analyses using a
broad range of synchrotron-based instruments. He is also involved in
measuring the physical properties of meteorites, particularly their
response to hypervelocity impacts. George is a fellow of the Meteoritical
Society.
Luigi Folco is professor of planetary geology and
cosmochemistry at the Dipartimento di Scienze
della Terra, University of Pisa (Italy), and national
coordinator of the Antarctic meteorite search
project within the Italian National Program for
Antarctic Research (PNRA). Current research interests include the search for and analysis of micrometeorites from the Transantarctic Mountains
(TAM). Through integrated mineralogical, geochemical, and isotopic
analyses of the TAM micrometeorite collection, he investigates the
composition and origin of the dust complex in near-Earth space.
Gregory Herzog is a professor in the Department
of Chemistry and Chemical Biology at Rutgers
University–New Brunswick (New Jersey, USA). His
research interests include interactions of cosmic
rays with matter, isotopic fractionation in cosmic
spherules, lunar samples, and in other extraterrestrial materials. Gregory also performs 40Ar/ 39Ar
dating experiments on microgram samples of meteorites and asteroids, such as 25143 Itokawa and 2008 TC3 Almahata
Sitta.
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Scott Messenger is a space scientist at NASA’s
Johnson Space Center (Texas, USA), where he manages the NanoSIMS ion microprobe laboratory. His
research includes coordinated isotopic and chemical studies of interstellar dust and ancient Solar
System materials, modeling of cometary dust
streams for targeted interplanetary dust particle
(IDP) collection, and devising new IDP collection
surfaces. He is also a coinvestigator for the NASA OSIRIS-REx New
Frontiers mission, which will return samples from the surface of asteroid
Bennu in 2023. Scott received undergraduate degrees in physics and
astronomy at the University of Washington (USA) and a PhD in physics
at Washington University in St. Louis (Missouri, USA).
Larry R. Nittler, a cosmochemist at the Carnegie
Institution of Washington (USA), studies the origin
and evolution of stars, the Milky Way galaxy, and
the Solar System through laboratory analysis of
extraterrestrial materials and through planetary
remote sensing. A physics graduate student from
Washington University in St. Louis (Missouri, USA),
he pioneered microanalysis techniques for extraterrestrial dust grains. He has worked on meteorites, interplanetary dust
particles, comet samples returned by NASA’s Stardust mission, and solar
wind samples returned by the Genesis mission. He has also worked on
the Near Earth Asteroid Rendezvous mission to asteroid Eros and the
MESSENGER mission to Mercury, serving here as deputy principal
investigator.
Bernhard Peucker-Ehrenbrink received his PhD
in geochemistry in 1994 from the Max-Planck
Institute for Chemistry and the Johannes GutenbergUniversity (Mainz, Germany), before joining the
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI)
(Massachusetts, USA) as a postdoctoral scholar. He
is now a senior scientist in WHOI’s Department of
Marine Chemistry and Geochemistry. For the past
10 years, his research has been focused on the biogeochemistry and
sediment transport of global river systems and their relation to the
changing chemistry of seawater. He is coleader of the Global Rivers
Observatory (globalrivers.org), a collaborative network of time-series
observatories on large rivers.
Greg Ravizza is a sedimentary geochemist specializing in what the variations in the platinum group
elements and in osmium isotopes can reveal about
marine sediment chemostratigraphy and paleoceanography. He received a BA in chemistry, with
an emphasis in the Earth sciences, from the
University of California, San Diego (USA), and an
MA and PhD in geology from Yale University
(Connecticut, USA). Since 2002, he has worked in the Department of
Geology and Geophysics within the School of Ocean and Earth Science
and Technology at the University of Hawaii, Manoa (USA) where he is
an associate professor.
Alessandra Rotundi is a full professor at the
University of Naples “Parthenope” (Italy) and is
working at the INAF-Istituto di Astrofisica e
Planetologia Spaziali, Rome. She is a physicist and
earned her PhD in aerospace engineering while
working on the development of GIADA, a cometary
dust analyzer that is part of the European Space
Agency’s Rosetta payload. Her work centers on electron microscopy and infrared spectroscopy of interplanetary dust particles and dust samples returned by the Stardust and Hayabusa missions.
She is currently the principal investigator for GIADA and also works

162

J UNE 2016

on balloon campaigns from Svalbard, Kiruna, and Antartica to collect
extraterrestrial dust in the upper stratosphere with DUSTER, an instrument developed by her team.
Scott Sandford is a member of the Astrophysics
Branch at NASA’s Ames Research Center (California,
USA). He earned BS degrees in math and physics
from the New Mexico Institute of Mining and
Technology (USA) in 1978 and a PhD in physics
from Washington University in St. Louis (Missouri,
USA) in 1985. His thesis work was on cosmic dust
particles collected in the stratosphere using high
altitude aircraft. He briefly held a National Research Council postdoc
position at NASA-Ames before being permanently hired in 1986. His
work centers on infrared astronomy (chiefly spectroscopy); laboratory
astrophysics/astrochemistry/astrobiology, with an emphasis on the
study of ices and organics; sample return missions (Stardust, Hayabusa,
OSIRIS-REx); and the study of extraterrestrial samples.
Susan Taylor is a research scientist at the Cold
Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory and
adjunct professor at Dartmouth College (both in
New Hampshire, USA). She earned her BS and MS
at the University of Washington (USA) and her PhD
at Dartmouth College. Over the last 30 years, she
has collected and studied micrometeorites from a
variety of terrestrial environments, including a
large, time-calibrated collection from the bottom of the drinking water
well at the South Pole, Antarctica. Susan is interested in studying unbiased cosmic dust collections to understand the quantity and types of
particles that arrive to Earth. Her current project is to collect and analyze primitive cosmic dust directly from the air stream at the South Pole.

Andrew J. Westphal is a research physicist and
senior space fellow at the Space Sciences Laboratory
at the University of California, Berkeley (USA),
where he also earned his PhD in physics in 1992
for the measurement of the isotopic composition
of iron in galactic cosmic rays. He currently focuses
on the laboratory analysis of extraterrestrial materials: these include cometary and interstellar rocks
returned by the Stardust mission, interplanetary dust collected in the
stratosphere, and samples of the Sun returned by the Genesis mission.
He is also the leader of Stardust@home, a pioneering crowd-sourced
science project with the goal of identifying interstellar dust impacts
within the Stardust Interstellar Dust Collector.
Gisela Winckler is a Lamont Research Professor at
Columbia University’s Lamont-Doherty Earth
Observatory (New York, USA). She received a PhD
in physics from the University of Heidelberg
(Germany) in 1998. Her primary research interests
include isotope geochemistry, paleoclimatology,
tracer oceanography, and environmental physics.
She uses a variety of tracer systems (noble gases,
plus radiogenic-, cosmogenic-, and stable isotopes) to unravel the basic
processes and principles driving climate and environmental change in
the past, the present, and the future. Her recent projects include using
helium isotopes to trace cosmic dust and terrestrial dust in ocean sediment cores and ice cores from Antarctica.
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