Michael F. A’Hearn was a distinguished university
professor in the Department of Astronomy at the
University of Maryland (USA) and was the principal
investigator of NASA’s Deep Impact mission to comet
Tempel 1. He led the US efforts for the International
Halley Watch and produced a seminal classification
of cometary outgassing based on ground-based sur
veys. He was a co-investigator on the Stardust-NExT mission and was
on the teams in charge of the Rosetta UV spectrometer and camera.
Mike was also a founder of the Planetary Data System’s Small Bodies
Node. Mike passed away too soon on 29 May 2017.

Peter Jenniskens is a meteor astronomer at the
SETI [Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence]
Institute in California (USA). He received his PhD
at Leiden University (the Netherlands) in 1992. He
arrived at NASA’s Ames Research Center (California,
USA) in 1993 to study the physical properties of
cometary ices, and, since then, has supported NASA
with research on ground-based and airborne observations of meteor
showers, meteorite falls, and the artificial meteors of spacecraft reen
tries. He is the author of the book Meteor Showers and their Parent Comets
(2006, Cambridge University Press) and chaired the International
Astronomical Union’s Working Group on Meteor Shower Nomenclature
(2006–2012) after it was first established.

Donald E. Brownlee is a professor of astronomy
at the University of Washington (USA). He obtained
a BS in electrical engineering from the University
of California, Berkeley (USA) and a PhD in
astronomy from the University of Washington. He
has extensive experience collecting and doing labo
ratory analyses of interplanetary dust, as well as
working on meteorites and lunar samples. He was a co-investigator on
the European Giotto mission to comet Halley and worked on data from
the Soviet Vega missions. He was the principle investigator in charge
of NASA’s Stardust mission, which collected samples from comet Wild
2, and co-investigator on the Stardust-NExT extended mission, which
completed a successful encounter with comet Tempel 1 and imaged the
crater made by the NASA Deep Impact mission.

Karen J. Meech is an astronomer at the Institute
for Astronomy at the University of Hawaii (USA).
She obtained her PhD in planetary physics at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (USA),
looking at mechanisms of activity in comets. She
is now exploring the distribution of volatiles in the
early solar system. This led to her becoming a coinvestigator on the Deep Impact, Stardust-NExT and EPOXI missions. Her
current work focuses on investigating what small bodies tell us about
the formation of our solar system, and other solar systems. She is also
keenly interested the formation of habitable worlds and the origin of
Earth’s water. This work combines geochemical exploration of primitive
water in Earth’s deep mantle, astronomical observations, cosmochem
istry, disk chemistry and solar system dynamics.

Benton C. Clark III is a senior research scientist at
the Space Science Institute (Colorado, USA), and
was a co-investigator on the Giotto, Stardust, and
Stardust-NExT missions to comets Halley, Wild 2,
and Tempel 1, respectively. His interests range from
the geochemistry of comets (CHON particles) and
of Mars (the Viking and Mars Exploration Rover mis
sions), to the astrobiological implications of cometary compositions to
the origin of life on Earth (primeval comet pond model). His Colorado
group developed the sampling system on the OSIRIS-REx mission to
retrieve samples from carbonaceous asteroid Bennu.

Tomoki Nakamura is a professor of planetary sci
ence at Tohoku University (Japan) where he special
izes in research on the mineralogy and isotope
chemistry of primitive solar system material such
as carbonaceous chondrites from C- and D-type
asteroids. In the analysis of small dust particles
returned by the Stardust spacecraft from shortperiod comet 81P/Wild 2, he led the group that discovered Wild-2
chondrules, and determined that these have oxygen isotope composi
tions close to that of the Sun.

Cécile Engrand is a CNRS senior scientist, currently
working at the Center for Nuclear Sciences and
Material Sciences, University Paris Sud, University
Paris-Saclay (France). Originally an engineer in
materials science, she has been working on the
analysis of micrometeorites for the last 25 years.
She received her PhD at Paris Sud and was a post
doctoral fellow at the Natural History Museum in Vienna (Austria) and
at the Department of Earth and Space Sciences at the University of
California at Los Angeles (USA). She is a co-investigator of COSIMA, a
dust analyzer that was on board the Rosetta mission. Her research inter
ests focus on the analysis of cosmic dust, especially cometary particles,
to understand the evolution of the dust from interstellar space to the
solar system, and to assess the potential input of prebiotic matter deliv
ered to the early Earth by cosmic dust.

Olga Popova is a senior researcher at the Institute
for Dynamics of Geospheres (IDG), Russian
Academy of Sciences in Moscow (Russia). She gradu
ated from Moscow State University in 1987 and had
obtained PhD in physics and mathematics at IDG
in 1997. Her main scientific interests lie in the plan
etary and space sciences area, including the entry
of interplanetary matter into planet atmospheres, impacts and the
consequences of impacts. Her research focuses on the modeling of the
entry of cosmic objects and on the observable properties of interplan
etary bodies. She has studied numerous cases of meteoroid entry and
meteorite falls.
Sara S. Russell is Head of Planetary Materials at
the Natural History Museum (London) and a
researcher in meteoritics, early solar system pro
cesses, and the formation of the terrestrial planets,
including Earth’s moon. She was an undergraduate
at the University of Cambridge (UK) and obtained
her PhD at the Open University, Milton Keynes
(UK). After postdocs at the California Institute of Technology (USA)
and the Smithsonian Institution (USA) she took up a position at the
Natural History Museum as a researcher. Sara has served on the Councils
of the Royal Astronomical Society and the Meteoritical Society, and
she is on the science team of the OSIRIS REx mission to asteroid Bennu.

Monica M. Grady is a professor of planetary and
space sciences in the School of Physical Sciences at
the Open University in Milton Keynes (UK), where
she has worked for the past 13 years. Prior to that,
she was Curator of Meteorites at the Natural History
Museum in London (UK). She is a stable-isotope
geochemist and her research focuses on attempting
to understand the origin and evolution of the Solar System through
the study of meteorites, asteroids and comets. She was a member of the
Ptolemy Science Advisory Team for the Rosetta mission. Monica Grady’s
biography can be found at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monica_
Grady.
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Scott A. Sandford is a member of the Astrophysics
Branch at NASA’s Ames Research Center (USA). He
earned BS degrees in mathematics and physics from
the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology
(USA) in 1978 and a PhD in physics from Washington
University in St. Louis (USA) in 1985. His thesis
work was on cosmic dust particles collected in the
stratosphere using high-altitude aircraft. He was a National Research
Council Postdoctoral Fellow at NASA-Ames before being permanently
hired by NASA in 1986. His work at Ames has centered around (i)
infrared astronomy, (ii) laboratory astrophysics/astrochemistry/astro
biology with an emphasis on the study of ices and organics, (iii) sample–
return missions (Stardust, Hayabusa, OSIRIS-REx), and (iv) the study of
extraterrestrial samples.

Ian P. Wright is a professor of planetary sciences
in the School of Physical Sciences at the Open
University in Milton Keynes (UK), where he has
worked for the last 34 years since completing his
PhD at the University of Cambridge (UK). Ian
designs and builds mass spectrometers to investi
gate light-element compositions in extraterrestrial
materials. He led the team that designed and built the Ptolemy instru
ment, part of the instrument suite on-board lander, Philae. His latest
projects include production of an instrument destined to study the
volatiles present in the south polar region of the Moon in 2022.
Hikaru Yabuta is an associate professor at
Hiroshima University (Japan). In 2002, she obtained
her PhD in chemistry from University of Tsukuba
(Japan) where she studied the organic geochemistry
of the Cretaceous–Paleogene extinction event and
Neogene oil formation. After her PhD, she began
to investigate the chemical evolution of organic
molecules in meteorites and comets. She was awarded a JSPS postdoc
toral fellowship for Tokyo Metropolitan University (Japan) and Arizona
State University (USA) from 2003 to 2005, and a Carnegie postdoctoral
fellowship at the Geophysical Laboratory, Carnegie Institution of
Washington (USA) from 2005 to 2008. She worked as an assistant pro
fessor at Osaka University (Japan) from 2008 to 2016. Currently, she
has been devoted to the carbonaceous asteroid sample–return mission,
Hayabusa2, which will return in 2020. She is a mission team leader of
organic macromolecule analysis as well as landing site selection.

Jessica M. Sunshine is a professor of astronomy
and an affiliate professor of geology at the University
of Maryland (USA). She was a co-investigator on
the Deep Impact and Stardust-NExT missions to
comet Tempel 1 and was Deputy Principle
Investigator for the Deep Impact eXtended
Investigation (DIXI) mission to comet Hartley 2.
Her expertise is in the spectroscopy and geology of planetary surfaces.
Using the Deep Impact IR spectrometer, she detected water ice on the
surface and in the ejecta of Tempel 1. As a co-investigator on the Moon
Mineralogy Mapper (M3) spectrometer on-board Chandrayan-1, she was
part of the team that discovered hydration on the surface of the Moon.
Sandra Siljeström has a PhD in geochemistry from
Stockholm University (Sweden) and is currently
employed at the RISE Research Institutes of Sweden.
She is a co-investigator of COSIMA, a dust analyzer
that was on board the Rosetta mission, where she
participated as an expert on organic analysis using
time-of-flight secondary ion mass spectrometry
(ToF-SIMS). Her research interests include the detection and analysis
of organic material in geological samples in order to understand the
origin and evolution of life. She has, for the last ten years, worked
extensively with ToF-SIMS to analyze organic material found in various
geological samples, including fossils and meteorites.

Michael E. Zolensky is a cosmic mineralogist at
NASA’s Johnson Space Center (JSC), in balmy
Houston (Texas, USA). He has degrees from the New
Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology (BS,
geology, 1977) and the Pennsylvania State University
(PhD, mineralogy and geochemistry, 1983). He
came to JSC as an NRC Postdoctoral Fellow, was
hired by NASA, and has been there ever since. Mike has served on the
science teams of the Long Duration Exposure Facility, the Stardust comet
coma sample–return mission, and Hayabusa and the Hayabusa2 asteroid
sample–return missions. He has made a special study of microanalysis
of astromaterials, extraterrestrial water, and terrestrial blue quartz.
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