Thomas Bibienne has ten years experience in mate
rials chemistry and five years in the Li-ion battery
market. He holds an MSc in inorganic chemistry
and a PhD in materials science and energy. He was
project lead at Nemaska Lithium Innovation
(Canada) for the development of an innovative bat
tery recycling and zero-waste cathode material syn
thesis process, for which he is the co-author of two patents. He also
conducted laboratory work for the battery recycling and cathode mate
rial synthesis process design, working with engineering consultants
and private laboratories. Thomas has developed a deep understanding
of the raw materials and Li-ion battery supply chain.
Robert J. Bowell obtained his BSc from the
University of Manchester and his PhD from the
University of Southampton (both in the UK). He is
a chartered chemist, engineer, and geologist who
has a background in the mining industry, first in
coal, then base metals and gold. He has worked for
SRK Consulting as a geochemist for 25 years, spe
cialising in geometallurgy and geochemistry applied to the mining
industry. Currently, he is also an adjunct professor at Queen’s University,
Ontario (Canada).
Julien Declercq has a masters degree in geology
from Paris VII University (France) and a PhD in
geochemical modelling from the University of Oslo
(Norway). Julien researches mineral reactivity using
experiments and modelling. Julien’s area of exper
tise is in numerical geochemical modelling with
respect to mining environments, but this includes
field- and laboratory-based analytical geochemistry. Julien has also
undertaken the revision of the Minteq database and, as part of the
CARBFIX Project, a mineral dissolution kinetics database for PHREEQC.
Camilo R. de los Hoyos is a principal consultant
at SRK Consulting in Argentina who has over 15
years’ professional experience. He received his PhD
in geological sciences from the University of
Córdoba (Argentina). His former scientific research
focused on the petrology and geochronology of
ancient continental crust. He was a research fellow
at the University of Bochum and at the University of Stuttgart (both
Germany). He now researches environmental geochemistry, Li–K brine
deposits, Li–Cs–Ta pegmatites, hydrogeology, and applied mineralogy
and petrology. Since 2008, he has provided expert advice to over 15
lithium mining projects.
Edward S. Grew is a research professor at the
University of Maine (USA). He earned his BA from
Dartmouth College (New Hampshire, USA) and his
PhD from Harvard University (Massachusetts, USA).
He has participated in nine expeditions to
Antarctica, was a Fulbright Scholar at the University
of Melbourne (Australia), and was a Humboldt
Fellow at the Ruhr University (Bochum, Germany). His research has
focused on metamorphic borosilicate assemblages and on the evolution
of lithium, beryllium and boron minerals (with Robert M. Hazen). He
edited the Mineralogical Society of America’s Reviews in Mineralogy
& Geochemistry volumes on boron (v33) and beryllium (v50). In 2015,
he was awarded the Collins Medal by the Mineralogical Society of Great
Britain and Ireland and in 2017 was elected an honorary foreign
member of the Russian Mineralogical Society.
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Simone A. Kasemann is Professor of Isotope
Geochemistry at the University of Bremen
(Germany). After her doctorate at Technische
Universität Berlin, she joined the European
Commission’s Joint Research Centre in Belgium,
where she worked on the certification of reference
materials and became interested in lithium iso
topes. While working at the Universities of Bristol and Edinburgh (both
UK), her research focused on extreme environmental change and on
developing analytical techniques to investigate processes in both the
Earth’s interior and its surface. Her research expertise is in using metal
and metalloid stable isotope geochemistry to investigate past records
of environmental change and of mass transfer processes at active plate
margins.
Laura Lagos is a geochemist with SRK Consulting
in Santiago (Chile) and holds an MSc in geochem
istry. She works on the exploration and exploitation
of the lithium-rich salars of the Atacama Basin and
the geothermal aquifers associated with thermal
brines located at the edges of the altiplano salt salars
in northern Chile.
Nicolas Laroche has been in the lithium industry
since 2014 and is the co-inventor of a novel lithium
hydroxide electrochemical process. He obtained an
MSc in electrochemical engineering from the
Université de Sherbrooke and McGill University
(both Canada). He has been involved in process
development and technology transfer from labora
tory to commercial plant engineering, including the pilot phases, the
demonstration and engineering phases, aspects of intellectual property
protection (13 patent families), and the technical aspects of investor
relations. He has presented at many international conferences. He is
now the Strategic Project Manager at Nemaska Lithium (Canada).
Katharina Lodders is a research professor in the
Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences and
the McDonnell Center for the Space Sciences at
Washington University in Saint Louis (Missouri,
USA). She obtained a degree in nuclear chemistry
from the Johannes-Gutenberg University (Germany)
in 1991 and did her PhD work in the Cosmochemistry
Division of the Max Planck Institute for Chemistry in Mainz (Germany).
From 2010 to 2013 she worked as Program Director in the Division of
Astronomical Sciences at the National Science Foundation in Arlington
(Virginia, USA). Lodders is the lead author of the books The Planetary
Scientist’s Companion (1998, Oxford University Press) and Chemistry of
the Solar System (2011, Royal Society of Chemistry) and has published
over 100 refereed scientific papers on astronomy, cosmochemistry and
planetary science.
Jean-François Magnan is a professional engineer
with more than 20 years’ experience in the metal
lurgical industry. He obtained his master’s degree
in materials engineering from Laval University
(Canada) in 2000. During his career, he has held
several positions within the lithium battery
industry: research and development project man
ager, consultant, and promoter and project manager of Phostech
Lithium Inc. He was, until recently, the Innovation Manager at Nemaska
Lithium, a group dedicated at generating business opportunities based
on the development of new products and processes. Mr. Magnan owns
several patents in the lithium rechargeable batteries field.
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Horst R. Marschall is the Wilhelm Heraeus
Professor for Deep Earth Processes at the Goethe
Universität Frankfurt (Germany) and the cofounder and co-director of FIERCE (the Frankfurt
Isotope and Element Research Center). After
obtaining his doctorate from the University of
Heidelberg (Germany) in 2005 with a thesis on
lithium and boron in subduction zones, he spent many years in the
Bristol Isotope Group, University of Bristol (UK). He was an associate
scientist at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (Massachusetts,
USA) until 2016, where he still holds a position as an adjunct scientist.
He continues to research light elements in high-temperature systems
using secondary ion mass spectrometry and plasma mass
spectrometry.

IAG YOUNG SCIENTIST AWARD 2021
The International Association of Geoanalysts (IAG) sponsors an annual
award for research by a young scientist that closely reflects the goals
of our Association.
The award promotes the careers of young scientists who have either
developed new analytical methods and strategies to improve data quality
or characterised reference materials relevant to the field of geoanalysis.
Eligibility is limited to scientists who are currently pursuing a higher
degree in a field related to geoanalysis or who have completed their
university education within the past three years.

Philip A.E. Pogge von Strandmann is Reader in
Isotope Geochemistry at the Institute of Earth and
Planetary Sciences, jointly run by University
College London and by Birkbeck, University of
London (UK). His main research is in past and
present biogeochemical cycling, as well as investi
gating artificial carbon sequestration. He focuses
on chemical weathering, its mechanisms and how rapidly it interacts
with climate, largely by using novel isotope geochemistry.

The candidate must be nominated by a senior scientist from the geosciences community.

Alexander Rupp is a chemist who works at the
Institute of Laboratory Medicine at the German
Heart Centre in Munich (Germany). He was inspired
to do research on lithium during his diploma thesis
and PhD studies, for which he investigated electro
lyte formulations for supercapacitors. Beside his
current work in biomarker research, mass spectrom
etry and data analysis, he is concerned with his second degree studies
in medicine. He is especially interested in medications for psychiatric
disorders, including therapies that use lithium.

Submission requirements, further details and the nomination form can
be downloaded from the IAG website: http://www.geoanalyst.org/
young-scientist-award/
Nominations must be received by 31 October 2020
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Josh B. Wimpenny is a staff scientist at the
Law rence Livermore National Laborator y
(California, USA). He received his PhD in isotope
geochemistry from the Open University (UK) before
taking a postdoctoral position at the University of
California at Davis (USA). His research involves
understanding the behavior of metal stable isotope
systems in low- and high-temperature environments with application
to terrestrial processes and to cosmochemistry. Examples include using
lithium and magnesium isotopes to trace chemical weathering pro
cesses, constraining early Solar System timescales using the 26Al–26Mg
chronometer, and using moderately volatile elements such as zinc to
assess the degree of volatile loss from the Moon.

The award consists of an 18-month free membership of the IAG and a
cash prize of $1000 US. The awardee will be expected to present their
work at the 2021 Goldschmidt conference in Lyon, France where the
award ceremony takes place. The registration fee for this conference
will be paid as part of this award.
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Ming Tang is an assistant professor at Peking
University (China). He received his BS degree at
Nanjing University (China) in 2011, after which he
went to the University of Maryland, College Park
(USA). At Maryland, he did multiple research proj
ects, including Li isotopes on rocks from the Lesser
Antilles arc and Li diffusion mechanisms in zircon.
He obtained his PhD degree in 2016, then moved to Rice University
(USA) and worked as a post-doc there for three years before joining
Peking University. His current research explores the high-temperature
geochemical processes in the evolution of the continents and how these
processes have influenced Earth’s surface environment.

The award is based upon first-authored peer-reviewed papers published
in an international journal.

