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follow up on Randy Cygan’s
suggestion to present an inter-

This fabulous cabinet, construct-
ed of ebony and gilt-bronze and
incorporating lapis lazuli, agate,
red and green Sicilian jasper,
chalcedony, and amethyst, as
well as a variety of polished
rocks, was sold in December 2004
at Christie’s of London for
£19,045,250 (US$36,662,106;
Eu27,463,250), making it the
most expensive nonpictorial work

of art ever. It is 3.86 m high and
2.33 m wide. The cabinet, of
unsurpassed richness and
splendour, was commissioned
by Henry Somerset, 3™ Duke of
Beaufort, whose family seat was
at Badminton in southwest
England, when he was only
nineteen. It was made at the
Grand Ducal workshops (Ufficio
delle pietre dure) in Florence
from 1720 to 1732. It remained
in Badminton until 1990 when it
was sold (again for a record price,
£8.58 million) to the collection
of the American philanthropist
Barbara Piasecka Johnson (of the
baby-powder family, another
mineralogical connection!). In
the recent auction, the cabinet
was purchased by the Director
of the Liechtenstein Museum in
Vienna, on behalf of Prinz Hans-
Adam II of Liechtenstein. It will
be on permanent display in
Vienna from spring 2005. I am
indebted to Norman Butcher for
drawing my attention to this
spectacular contribution of
mineralogy to the art world.
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The Meiji ML Series of
Polarizing Microscopes

Solid as a rock and crystal clear is what you will find when you look into
these Polarizing Microscopes.

Each ML 9000 Series Microscope is equipped with swing-in, swing-out
polarizer, analyzer and Bertrand lens for extra-bright, extra large interface
figures. Every package includes DIN standard compensators (Mica 1/4
wave plate and first order red plate), strain free optics and a 360" graduat-
ed rotatable stage. You have a choice of 3 bodies - monocular, binocular
or trinocular and a full range of accessories to create the ideal instrument
for your specific needs and Meiji stands behind every instrument with

its “Limited Lifetime Warranty.”

For more information on these economically priced Microscopes,
please call, FAX, write us or log on to our website today.
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