PARTING SHOT

AN OLD WORLD MINERALOGICAL
COLLECTION IN THE NEW WORLD

As an undergraduate student at Université Laval, I walked by this display
just about every day and did not realize its historical significance. The
display represents what is thought to be the oldest mineral collection in
Canada. It was one of the few mineral collections assembled by René-
Just Haiiy (1743-1822), the father of modern crystallography, and his
assistant Henry Lucas and offered to North American teaching institu-
tions. This collection was offered to the Séminaire de Québec in 1816. In
1852, it was transferred to Université Laval and is now part of the Musée
de Géologie René-Bureau, housed in the Department of Geology and
Geological Engineering.

Haiiy, a priest, was a professor at the Ecole nationale supérieure des
mines de Paris from 1794 to 1802. Thereafter, he occupied the mineral-
ogy chair at the Musée national d’histoire naturelle until his death in
1822. Haiiy was the author of many important works, including Essai
d’une Théorie sur la Structure des Cristaux (Paris, 1784), Traité de Minéralo-
gie (Paris, 1801), and Traité de Cristallographie (Paris, 1817). He made
important contributions to our knowledge of crystal symmetry and was
largely responsible for transforming mineralogy and crystallography into
a science. He lived during turbulent times in France. During the Revolu-
tion, he was imprisoned for his convictions but was later appointed to
the Legion of Honour by Napoleon. It is said that few teachers have so
thoroughly gained the affection of their students and the esteem and
respect of their contemporaries. I wonder if his efforts to assemble min-
eral collections and send them to the New World were an 18 century
attempt at outreach and public education.

Pierrette Tremblay
Québec, Canada

" René-Just HAUY

La «Collection Hauy»

The pride of the Musée de Géologie René-Bureau at Université Laval (Québec,
Canada): a display showing off a mineral collection assembled by Haily himself.
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RARE MINERALS FOR RESEARCHERS
Our stock of over 200,000 mineral specimens encompasses more
than 3100 different species from worldwide localities. If you
require reliably identified samples for your research or reference
collection, let us supply your needs. We and our predecessor
companies have been the suppliers of choice since 1950. E-mail
inquiries are invited to: info@excaliburmineral.com

DIAMOND CRYSTALS
Diamond crystals from numerous worldwide deposits are in stock,
|_from_tiny_micros to large multi-carat. single crystals. Select from_ |
one of the world’s largest, locality-specific inventories available!
See our diamond website for details! www.diamondcrystals.net

FRANKLIN & STERLING HILL:
The World’s Most Magnificent Mineral Deposits

By Dr. Pete J. Dunn — Smithsonian Institution

The revised HARDCOVER edition is available exclusively from us,
in two handsome volumes of royal blue buckram, oversewn, with
acid-free endpapers and gold-stamping on spines and covers. Over
750 pages, 900 b/w illustrations and photographs fill this important,
definitive work. Every scientific library, serious collector and
bibliophile should own this set, only $195.00 plus $15.00 s/h in the
U.S.; foreign inquiries are invited!

Excalibur Mineral Corporation
1000 N. Division Street — Peekskill, NY 10566 - USA
www.excaliburmineral.com
Tel: 914-739-1134 Fax: 914-739-1257

PARTING QUOTE

I BELIEVE THAT A SCIENTIST LOOKING AT NON-SCIENTIFIC PROBLEMS
IS JUST AS DUMB AS THE NEXT GUY.

RICHARD FEYNMAN
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