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YOUR SOCIETY NEEDS YOU!

December is a quiet time for most. That is, excluding the hustle and bus-
tle of the religious and year-end festivities that distract us from our
investigations of clayey materials. The frantic annual meeting prepara-
tions and presentations that crowd into October, November, and early
December have subsided and are almost forgotten. Academics appear
more at ease as they prepare that “last” lecture of the semester and begin
the construction of that ever-important assessment tool, the final exam.
Other professionals begin to relax as year-end reports near completion
and expectations for the New Year and the new projects it will bring
begin to occupy their thoughts. Students look forward to the break and
the opportunity to do their own thing. My grandchildren, and others
like them, are the only ones appearing to be dazzled and consumed by
the task of preparing a “wish list” of their desires. As I watched them, I
thought that a list of things that I, as your president, would like to have
might be an appropriate request to pass on at this time of year. These are
things that you can give to The Clay Minerals Society.

• VASSILIS GIONIS, GEORGE H. KACANDES, IOANNIS D. KASTRITIS AND

GEORGIOS D. CHRYSSIKOS – Combined near-infrared and X-ray
diffraction investigation of the octahedral sheet composition
of palygorskite

• XIANDONG LIU, XIANCAI LU, RUCHENG WAND, HUIQUN ZHOU AND

SHIJIN XU – Interlayer structure and dynamics of alkylammonium-
intercalated smectites with and without water: a molecular
dynamics study

• YUNCHUL CHO AND SRIDHAR KOMARNENI – Synthesis of kaolinite
from micas and K-depleted micas

• MARIA BENTABOL, MARIA DOLORES RUIZ CRUZ AND JAVIER HUERTAS

– Synthesis of Ni-rich 1:1 phyllosilicates

• MICHAEL A. WISE – Crystallization of “pocket” berthierine from
the Pulsifer granitic pegmatite, Poland, Maine

• YUNCHUL CHO AND SRIDHAR KOMARNENI – Topotactic cation exchange
in transformed micas under hydrothermal conditions

• HIDEO HASHIZUME AND BENNY K.G. THENG – Adsorption of adenine,
adenosine, ribose, and 5’-amp by allophane, an aluminosilicate
mineral of short-range order

• E. GARCÍA-ROMERO, M. SUÁREZ, J. SANTARÉN AND A. ALVAREZ

– Crystallo-chemical characterization of the palygorskite and
sepiolite from the Allou Kagne deposit (Senegal)

• MICHAĺ SKIBA – Clay mineral formation during podzolization 
in an alpine environment of the Tatra Mountains, Poland

• GEORG H. GRATHOFF, JOHN BAHAM, HEATHER R. EASTERLY,
PAUL GASSMAN AND RICK HUGO – Mixed valent Fe-films 
(schwimmeisen) on the surface of reduced ephemeral pools

This is Derek Bain’s last issue in charge of the journal, and he now
hands over the reins to Joe Stucki. Once again, many thanks to
Derek for his seven years of unstinting service to the Society and
to the journal, and welcome and best of luck to Joe in his new role.
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At the top of the list, and perhaps
the one single thing I’d like, is
your active participation in the
activities and programs of the
Society. Your councilors and the
executive committee are actively
pursuing programs that we feel
will benefit you and the Society.
A great deal of effort has been
devoted to planning for shared
meetings within and outside of
North America. The April 2008
joint meeting with the Geochemical
Division of the American Chemical
Society is one initiative that we
hope you will support with your
attendance, thus stimulating
cross-disciplinary exchange of
scientific information. The CMS

has recently published a DVD with
copies of all the papers published
in Clays and Clay Minerals since
1952, in an effort to make all these
contributions available to today’s
researchers. What else would you
like us to do? Which committees
would you like to serve on? Tell me
how you and I can make the Society
even better! Send your suggestions
to me at rferrell@lsu.edu. My
single, most fervent request is
that you help me to make the
CMS the best it can be.

Happy Holidays!

Ray E. Ferrell Jr.
CMS President

CIS and TRANS were eager to sample the wares in the new Geophargicy

Ray E. Ferrell Jr.
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