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TRIPLE POINT (cont’d from page 151)

values are broadly shared and scientific uncertainty is manageable (if
not reducible). An expert would act as a Science Arbiter when seeking
to provide guidance to a specific decision and as a Pure Scientist if no
such guidance is given. In situations of values conflict or when scien-
tific certainty is contested (that is to say, most political issues), the
roles of Issue Advocate and Honest Broker of Policy Options are most
appropriate. The choice between the two would depend on whether
the expert wants to reduce or expand the available scope of choice.

For the U.S. scientific community, the election of a new president pro-
vides an opportunity for rethinking and reinvigorating how experts
relate to decision makers. It won't be enough for the scientific com-
munity to focus only on what person or party inhabits the White
House. Far more attention will have to be paid by the scientific com-
munity to the nuances of policy making and the various roles of
expertise in healthy processes of democratic governance. Such discus-
sions should start now so that by inauguration day, the community is
ready to begin fresh with the new president.

Roger A. Pielke Jr.
pielke@colorado.edu
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