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This issue of Elements is one that I, as a member of The
Clay Minerals Society, find to be particularly pleasurable
reading. The “Bentonites” issue, sponsored by The Clay
Minerals Society and guest-edited by our incoming
. president Derek Bain, describes aspects of a rock that
has its origins in volcanic ash—a rock born directly of
the Earth’s most dynamic processes. The alteration of
this glassy ash and formation of a smectite clay product
is a process which has been studied since the earliest days of clay min-
eralogy yet still provides new perspectives on Earth-forming processes.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and that clay mineral study enriches
your research path.

The Clay Minerals Society, chartered in 1963, is the largest clay mineral
society in the world. Its diverse membership, which bridges industry,
academia, and government, meets once a year. This year’s meeting, in
Billings, Montana, USA, has bentonites as its theme, one which dove-
tails with the content of this Elements issue. The meeting will be a great
one, with a field trip to bentonite localities as well as a workshop enti-
tled “Clays of Yellowstone National Park.” We invite you to join us.
Particulars regarding dates and content can be found at https://cms.
clays.org/meetings. Enjoy!

Andrew Thomas

President, The Clay Minerals Society

Chevron Energy Technology Company, Houston, Texas, USA
andrew.thomas@chevron.com

“IMAGES OF CLAY"” NEEDS YOUR IMAGES!

Check out the latest additions to “Images of Clay” and submit your
own images for inclusion. This is a web-based archive of pictures
of clays and clay minerals freely available to all to download for
non-profit purposes, such as the teaching of clay mineralogy. It can be
accessed via The Clay Minerals Society website, www.clays.org.
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Which clay is it? Find out at “Images of Clay”.
(www.minersoc.org/pages/gallery/claypix/index.html)
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INTO THE FUTURE: A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

The 2010 meeting of the CMS will be a joint trilateral meeting on clays
with the Spanish Clay Society (SEA) and the Clay Science Society of

Japan (CSSJ).

Conference activities and dates:

e Materials and Clay Minerals workshop (Madrid, 6 June 2010)
e Sepiolite Symposium and a field trip to the Tajo Basin

deposits (Madrid, 7 June 2010)

* General meeting covering various topics on clays and clay
minerals and a field trip to the Rio Tinto mine and Green

Corridor (Seville, 8-11 June 2010)

More information will be available soon on the CMS website.
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Access this content online at www.ingentaconnect.com/content/
cms/ccm or at http://gscem.highwire.org/. Subscribers to CCM have
free online access to the journal, at either site; visit www.clays.org/
journal/JournalOnlinel.html for information on how to do this.

Access to the Clays and Clay Minerals archive is available free of
charge at www.clays.org/journal/archive/TOC/main.htm. This
includes the full text of all material published in the journal from

1952 to 2001, inclusively.
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