BOOK REVIEW

Working with Migmatites 2
The Mineralogical Association of Canada is
well known for the short course volumes it
has published over the past forty years on
various geological topics. One of the most
recent volumes, Working with Migmatites, edited
by Edward W. Sawyer and Michael Brown,
appeared shortly after the release of Atlas of
Migmatites, by E. W. Sawyer, a special publication by the same association that beautifully
illustrates migmatites from the outcrop to the
grain scale. The nearly synchronous publication of these two volumes is not accidental,
but simply demonstrates that it was an opportune moment to summarize current knowledge after a period of sustained and fruitful
research on crustal melting. Numerous studies
have improved our knowledge of melting reactions, melt segregation and transfer, and the
role of partially melted rocks in the evolution of orogens. Nonetheless, no synthesis of
the current research on migmatites has been
published since the outstanding work by K. R.
Mehnert in 1968, the volume edited by M. P.
Atherton and C. D. Gribble in 1983, and the
publication by J. R. Ashworth in 1985.
Working with Migmatites fills the gap, paying
special attention to those who “don’t know
where to start” with these fascinating or confusing rocks (depending on one’s viewpoint).
The book is easily accessible to anyone having
a minimum familiarity with metamorphic and
igneous petrology. It addresses three main
topics covering different scales of observation: (1) how to study migmatites in the field,
(2) what textures tell us about the process of
anatexis, and (3) how migmatites are linked
to granites and to the evolution of the continental crust.
The first two chapters (by Ed Sawyer), which
are echoed in the last chapter, serve essentially as a guide to studying migmatites from
sample to map scale. The chapters have two
main focuses: how to describe migmatites, and
how to collect pertinent geological information in complex-looking rocks. E.W. Sawyer
revisits the constituent parts of migmatites and
proposes a simplified terminology based on the
current view that migmatites are formed by
partial melting. This choice offers the definite
advantages of giving the terminology overall
consistency—thus making it more accessible to
a non-specialist—and of proposing divisions
that reflect the amount and distribution of the
anatectic melts and related residual rocks at
the outcrop scale. Gary S. Solar, in the final

chapter, underscores the opportunity offered
by the study of migmatite geometries to understand segregation and flow histories and their
relationships with plutons. The main point
here is that, even though migmatites look
like “swirled-up soup,” they are basically structurally coherent rocks, which can provide us
with information on the relationships between
deformation, migmatite morphology and mapscale melt distribution. An essential point is
that, due to the heterogeneity of migmatites,
the scale of observation is critically linked to
the object of the study: each scale provides its
own specific type of information.
The next three chapters deal with phase assemblages and microstructures as indicators, from
sample to grain scale, of the presence and distribution of former melt—key points for understanding rock rheology and melt segregation.
However, the use of thin sections to reconstruct the anatectic event, and especially the
melt distribution pattern at the grain scale in
migmatites, is hampered by the fact that most
microstructures result from superposition of
solidification and subsolidus transformations.
This difficulty may be circumvented by studying quenched, natural, melt-bearing enclaves
and pyrometamorphic rocks and by modeling
partial melting reactions. Bernardo Cesare
(chapter 3) shows that partially melted enclaves
from “erupted migmatites” allow direct insight
into melting reactions, melt composition and
melt distribution. An original and interesting
section dealing with melt inclusions is worth
noting. Marian B. Holness (chapter 4) reviews
the microstructural criteria for establishing the
distribution of former melt at the grain scale
and discusses the effect of textural maturation, melt extraction and cooling rates on the
preservation of initial melt geometries. The
improvement of our understanding of microstructures in two-phase rocks (melt + solid)
from field and experimental studies probably
constitutes one of the main advances in the
knowledge of melt-bearing rocks over the past
twenty years. Of particular importance are the
relationships between mineral reactions, nucleation and growth, which exert a first-order
control on the production and distribution of
melt. Richard W. White (chapter 5) illustrates
how petrological modeling of high-variance
assemblages offers, notwithstanding some difficulties, many new possibilities. These include
providing a predictive framework for localizing
melt production pulses in P–T space, showing
how melt loss can influence melt production
and back reactions, and evaluating the effect
of the diffusive process on spatial focusing of
reactions and melt production.
The last topic dealt with in this volume (chapter
6) concerns the migmatite–granulite–granite
connection, in other words, the differentiation
of the continental crust related to the transfer
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of magma from the zone of production to the
zone of emplacement. Michael Brown introduces the subject with a short presentation
of several key issues, such as the fertility of
crustal rocks, the source of heat for melting,
the volume of melt generated, and the spacing
of intrusions. He then reviews the processes
involved in the production of magmas in the
mid-crust and their transfer to the upper crust,
from melting and melt extraction to magma
ascent and emplacement. Emphasis is placed
on the role of mantle input in crustal melting
and on the effect of accessory minerals on melt
chemistry, factors that complicate the quest
for the source of granites. However, most of
the chapter is concerned with the mechanics
of melt extraction and emplacement and with
the relationship between melt extraction and
mesoscale structures in migmatites and granulites, starting with veins as the first drainage
pathway focusing magma flow. An interesting
comparison is made between numerical and
experimental models, with a review of the
different modes of flow leading to the development of a dynamic self-organized system.
The chapter ends with an illustration of a 3-D
interpretation of migmatite–granite relations
in orogenic crust.
Overall, reading the seven chapters of this
volume may give the impression that migmatites
are relatively simple rocks to tackle. However,
more than the reality, this reflects the teaching
skills of the authors and the illuminating effect
of integrating various approaches. I don’t know
whether this landmark contribution will
encourage a new generation of petrologists to
take an interest in migmatites, but I have no
doubt that it will be, for some time, the reference for all those interested in crustal melting,
for either research or teaching purposes.
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