PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

NEW MEMBERS ELECTED TO THE U.S. NATIONAL
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES*

2013–2014 WILLIAM L. FISHER
CONGRESSIONAL GEOSCIENCE FELLOW

Three prominent members of our community were recently elected as
members of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences (NAS). They were
among the 84 new members and 21 foreign associates from 14 countries
recognized for their distinguished and continuing achievements in original research. Established by President Abraham Lincoln in 1863, the
NAS is a private, nonprofit, honorific society of distinguished scholars
engaged in scientific and engineering research. Membership in the NAS
is one of the highest honors given to a scientist in the United States.
Members, sometimes called “advisors to the nation,” are charged with
providing independent, objective advice on matters related to science
and technology. The new members will be inducted into the Academy
in April 2014 during its 151st annual meeting in Washington, D.C.
Kenneth A. Farley, W. M. K ECK FOUNDATION
P ROFESSOR OF GEOCHEMISTRY AND CHAIR, DIVISION OF
GEOLOGICAL AND P LANETARY S CIENCES, C ALIFORNIA
I NSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY. Farley pursues a wide
range of studies utilizing the noble gases to
examine subjects ranging from deep-mantle
structure to the influx rate of extraterrestrial
material to Earth, and particularly the development and application of a number of lowtemperature thermochronologic methods. He was the 2009 Gast
Lecturer of the Geochemical Society and a 2013 Geochemical Fellow.

The American Geosciences Institute (AGI)
recently announced that Kristen Mitchell is the
2013–2014 William L. Fisher Congressional
Geoscience Fellow. The fellowship offers geoscientists the unique opportunity to spend 12
months in Washington, D.C., working as a staff
member in the office of a member of Congress
or on a congressional committee.
Kristen graduated with a BS in marine chemistry from Eckerd College
in St. Petersburg, Florida, in 2005. After graduation, she moved to
Europe to take up a Fulbright Student Fellowship, where she worked
on microbial sulfate reduction at the University of Southern Denmark.
During the course of her PhD, she studied at Utrecht University in
the Netherlands, the Georgia Institute of Technology, and fi nally the
University of Waterloo in Ontario, Canada. She successfully defended
her PhD on the marine biogeochemical cycling of selenium isotopes
at Utrecht University in 2012.
Currently, Kristen is a research associate in the Ecohydrology Research
Group at the University of Waterloo. Her research focuses on assessing
the utility of remote sensing in identifying plastic debris in the Great
Lakes and the oceans. Mitchell, a member of the Geochemical Society,
is looking forward to taking science out of the laboratory and putting
it to work in collaboration with policy makers.

Katherine H. Freeman, PROFE SSOR I N THE
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES AT P ENNSYLVANIA STATE
UNIVERSITY. Freeman, incoming president of the
Organic Geochemistry Division of the
Geochemical Society, studies fossil molecules
and their stable isotope compositions with applications to ancient climate, microbial biogeochemistry, and the signatures of life on Earth
and beyond. In 2012, she received the Science
Innovation Award from the European Association of Geochemistry.
She is a Fellow of the Geological Society of America, the American
Academy of Microbiology, the Geochemical Society and European
Association of Geochemistry, the Guggenheim Foundation, and the
Canadian Institute for Advanced Research.
Terry A. Plank, PROFESSOR IN THE DEPARTMENT OF
E ARTH AND E N VIRON MEN TAL S CIENCES , L AMON TDOHERTY E ARTH OBSERVATORY. Plank studies volcanism at subduction zones, including the processes of magma generation, the role of crustal
recycling and sediment subduction, and the
water content of magmas for its effect on magma
evolution and eruption. She is a Fellow of the
Geochemical Society, the Mineralogical Society
of America, and the American Geophysical Union. She was a
Mineralogical Society of America Distinguished Lecturer (2010-2011)
and the 2007 Ingerson Lecturer of the Geochemical Society. She
recently received a prestigious MacArthur Fellowship.
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ROM our inventory of over 200,000 specimens, we can supply your research specimen
needs with reliably identiﬁed samples from worldwide localities, drawing on old,
historic pieces as well as recently discovered exotic species. We and our predecessor
companies have been serving the research and museum communities since 1950. Inquiries
by email recommended.

A well-formed zircon crystal approximately 2 cm across from Vishnevye Mts., Chelyabinsk Oblast,
Urals, Russia. Image by Jeﬀ Scovil in the Photographic Guide to Mineral Species CD,
an exclusive production of Excalibur Mineral Corporation .
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* Adapted from Geochemical News
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