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This year, many societies around the world
overcame COVID-19 and resumed their academic
activities. The Japan Association of Mineralogical
Sciences (JAMS) also held its first face-to-face
conference in three years this September at
Niigata University. Many members gathered at the
venue, and lively discussions took place. I was
reminded of the advantages of in-person confer-
ences. It is great honor for me to have been
appointed the president of JAMS at this time.
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The JAMS supported several activities for the 2022 Year of Mineralogy.
These activities will be continued in the future, including a textbook
on mineralogy highlighting recent global progress in mineralogy and
special issues of academic journals across the Earth and planetary
sciences. The Journal of Mineralogical and Petrological Sciences published
by JAMS has become a fully electric journal under the leadership of
Former President Ritsuo Miyawaki since this January. You can access
the following URL to browse our open access journal: www.jstage.jst.
go.jp/browse/jmps.

The Journal of Mineralogical and Petrological Sciences covers the research
field of Earth and planetary sciences including mineralogy, petrology,
geochronology, material sciences, and environmental sciences. We
hope that many researchers around the world will make use of this
journal. Your contributions are sincerely welcome.

We are still confronting COVID-19. However, many universities and
research institutes have resumed educational activities such as lectures
and practices, as well as research activities in the field and laboratories.
We organized two special sessions and eight regular sessions in the
annual conference at Niigata including mineralogy, petrology, environ-
mental sciences, and planetary sciences. We will hold our next annual
conference in September 2023 at Osaka Metropolitan University.
This will also be scheduled as a face-to-face conference. Attractive
sessions are expected to be planned for the next conference, and we
are committed to promoting the appeal of mineralogical science. We
want to share the joy of science with as many people as possible.

Six years have passed since JAMS became an incorporated association,
and our activities have been on track. This means that we have improved
our legal compliance and obligations through (1) improved reliability
in both our academic and societal functions, (2) legal stability through
a clarification of our responsibilities, and (3) holding of properties.
JAMS will continue to make a conscious effort as an Elements member.
Mineralogical science not only contributes to the development of
scientific research but also helps significantly reduce and prevent the
societal impacts of natural disasters, such as megaquakes and large-scale
volcanic eruptions, and contributes to disposal techniques for radioac-
tive waste. We would like to develop mineralogical science as a “rich
science” that connects with many fields of Earth and planetary sciences.

Prof. Masaaki Owada
President
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We are pleased to inform you that the Japan Geoscience Union (JpGU)
meeting will be held 21-26 May 2023 at Makuhari Messe in Chiba,
Japan. JpGU is a large organization of 51 academic councils related to
Earth and planetary sciences with about 10,000 members. The 2023
JpGU meeting will consist of hybrid oral sessions and in-person/online
poster sessions; all sessions will take place within one week. We will
try to provide you with up-to-date information so that you can choose
whether to participate onsite or online at the appropriate time and in
the appropriate way. We encourage you to apply regardless of the form
of participation and look forward to lively discussions both onsite and
online. More information is available at www.jpgu.org/meeting_e2023.
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Dear colleagues and members of the SEM,

Itis my pleasure and a great honor to serve the mineralogical commu-
nity as the new President of the Spanish Mineralogical Society
(Sociedad Espafiola de Mineralogia, SEM) at the start of 2023, taking
over from Prof. Blanca Bauluz Lazaro. I thank Blanca and each of the
members of the previous executive council whose effort, enthusiasm,
and good work will be an example for me to follow.

The elections took place at the General Assembly held on 1 July 2022
in Baeza (Jaén, Spain) at which a new Vice-President, a new Treasurer,
and five Councilors were also elected. The new council members are
M. Isabel Abad-Martinez (University of Jaen, Vice-President), Pedro
Alvarez-Lloret (University of Oviedo, Treasurer), and Councilors David
Benavente (University of Alicante), Pedro Pablo Gil-Crespo (University
of the Basque Country), Javier Martinez-Martinez (Spanish Geological
Survey, Madrid), Salvador Morales-Ruano (University of Granada), and
Cristina Villanova de Benavent (University of Barcelona).

With its almost SO years of history, the SEM has today a stable number
of about 250 members and is happy to count among them a good
number of young researchers who participate very actively, animate
the activities of the society, and suggest new activities with enthusiasm.

I will do my best to progress in the purposes of the SEM, focused on the
promotion, diffusion, and dissemination of science. I deeply believe
that the SEM and mineralogy can be useful for the progress of society
and our lives. I also believe that we can achieve this effectively through
a program focused on international collaboration, helping members
and all mineralogists in their needs and our commitment to the service
of society.

Angeles Fernandez-Gonzilez
SEM President
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