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Dear colleagues and members of the SEM,

It is my pleasure and a great honor to serve the mineralogical commu-
nity as the new President of the Spanish Mineralogical Society 
(Sociedad Española de Mineralogía, SEM) at the start of 2023, taking 
over from Prof. Blanca Bauluz Lázaro. I thank Blanca and each of the 
members of the previous executive council whose effort, enthusiasm, 
and good work will be an example for me to follow.

The elections took place at the General Assembly held on 1 July 2022 
in Baeza (Jaén, Spain) at which a new Vice-President, a new Treasurer, 
and five Councilors were also elected. The new council members are 
M. Isabel Abad-Martínez (University of Jaen, Vice-President), Pedro 
Álvarez-Lloret (University of Oviedo, Treasurer), and Councilors David 
Benavente (University of Alicante), Pedro Pablo Gil-Crespo (University 
of the Basque Country), Javier Martínez-Martínez (Spanish Geological 
Survey, Madrid), Salvador Morales-Ruano (University of Granada), and 
Cristina Villanova de Benavent (University of Barcelona).

With its almost 50 years of history, the SEM has today a stable number 
of about 250 members and is happy to count among them a good 
number of young researchers who participate very actively, animate 
the activities of the society, and suggest new activities with enthusiasm.

I will do my best to progress in the purposes of the SEM, focused on the 
promotion, diffusion, and dissemination of science. I deeply believe 
that the SEM and mineralogy can be useful for the progress of society 
and our lives. I also believe that we can achieve this effectively through 
a program focused on international collaboration, helping members 
and all mineralogists in their needs and our commitment to the service 
of society.

Ángeles Fernández-González
SEM President
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