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ABOUT THE COVER: 
Thousand Island Lake with 

Banner Peak of the Minarets in 
the background (Sierra Nevada, 

California, USA). The Minarets 
consist of the tilted 100–95 Ma 

Minarets caldera-collapse 
deposit unconformably overlying 

steeply dipping 250–200 Ma 
and 200–145 Ma metavolcanic 
units. Light-colored rocks near 

the lake are 93 Ma gra nitic 
plutons intruding the older 

volcanic rocks. Although the 
volcanic units in the photo are 

spectacular, they represent only 
a small near-surface exposure 
of these enormous magmatic 

systems, with at least 30 
times more plutonic material 

below the surface. 
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