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A key step in life’s
origin must have been
the self-assembly of
membrane-forming
molecules into cell-
shaped hollow spheres,
called vesicles. These
green-fluorescing
vesicles, which range
from 10 to 50 microns
in diameter, form
spontaneously in
water. Recent studies
show that fine-grained
clay particles enhance
the formation of these
structures.
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