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The Sydney Opera House
engulfed in a thick

cloud of desert dust on
September 23, 2009.
Originating in the arid west
of New South Wales, the
dust was transported to
the east coast by severe
storms with wind speeds
up to 65 km/h. PMyo
concentrations in Sydney
peaked at 1700 pg/cm?
(24-hour mean), leading
to a standstill in road,
ferry, and air traffic

and to an increase in
hospital admissions due

to respiratory problems.
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