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ABOUT THE COVER: 

From the atmosphere 
to the mantle and 

core, Earth systems are 
strictly controlled by 

thermodynamic principles. 
Hurricanes, such as Katrina 

shown on the front 
cover, result from strong 
interactions between the 

ocean and atmosphere 
and are powered by the 

thermal energy stored 
in warm oceanic waters. 

AVHRR (Advanced Very High 
Resolution Radiometer) 

3-channel color composite 
daytime image showing 

the eye of hurricane Katrina 
on August 28, 2005, just 

before it hit New Orleans. 
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