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About the Cover: 

Advances in our understanding 
of the origin and distribution in 
space and time of banded iron 
formations have increased our 
appreciation of the geological 

evolution of the Earth. Iron 
biogeochemistry has provided 

insights into not only past oceanic 
and sediment compositions but 

also current biogeochemical 
processes operating at or near the 

Earth’s surface. The cover shows 
a polished slab of banded iron 
formation from the Hamersley 

Range, Western Australia. It 
is composed of alternating, 

millimeter-scale band of hematite 
(gray), chert (red), and tiger’s eye 

(yellow). Field of view = 10 cm. 
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