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About the Cover: Microbes 
produce various surface 

appendages to help them 
attach to mineral surfaces. The 

cover shows two microbes 
attached to a basalt surface. 

As a result of their action, 
they apparently dissolved 

the surface of the rock and 
extracted nutrients to support 

their growth. For further details, 
see page 96. Image courtesy of 

J. A. Roberts, with permission from 
the Geological Society of America
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