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Olivine from Soppat, Kohistan, 
Pakistan (4.9 × 4.5 × 3.9 cm 
olivine crystal, on magnetite 
substrate). The vibrant, 
dramatic olive-green color of 
this specimen is tied to its iron 
content. As a fundamental 
building block of our planet, 
and being virtually ubiquitous 
in the universe, olivine is 
a textbook mineral for the 
study of defects, diffusion, 
deformation, crystallization, 
weathering, and more. Sample 
and photo: Rudolf Watzl.
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