
 The Mineralogical 
Society of America  is 
composed of indivi duals 
interested in mineralogy, 
crystallography, petrology, 
and geochemistry. Founded 
in 1919, the Society promotes, 

through education and research, the under-
standing and application of mineralogy by 
industry, universities, government, and the 
public. Membership benefi ts include special 
subscription rates for American Mineralogist 
as well as other journals, 25% discount on 
Reviews in Mineralogy & Geochemistry 
series and Mono graphs, Elements, reduced 
registration fees for MSA meetings and short 
courses, and participation in a society that 
supports the many facets of mineralogy. For 
additional information, contact the MSA 
business offi ce.
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The Mineralogical 
Society of Great Britain 
and Ireland, also known 
as the MinSoc, is an inter-
national society for all 
those working in the 
mineral sciences. The 

Society aims to advance the knowledge of 
the science of miner alogy and its applica-
tion to other subjects, including crystallog-
raphy, geochemistry, petrology, environ-
mental science and economic geology. The 
Society furthers its aims through scientifi c 
meetings and the publication of scientifi c 
journals, books and mono graphs. The 
Society publishes Mineralogical Magazine 
(print and online) and Clay Minerals (print 
and online). Students receive the fi rst year 
of membership free of charge. All members 
receive Elements.
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The Mineralogical 
 Association of Canada 
was incorpor ated in 1955 
to promote and advance 
the knowledge of miner-
alogy and the related disci-
plines of crystal lography, 

petrol ogy, geochemistry, and economic 
geology. Any person engaged or inter ested 
in the fi elds of mineralogy, crys tallography, 
petrology, geo chemistry, and economic 
geology may become a member of the Asso-
ciation. Membership benefi ts include a 
subscrip tion to Elements, reduced cost for 
sub scribing to The Canadian Mineralogist, a 
20% discount on short course volumes and 
special publica tions, and a discount on the 
registration fee for annual meetings.
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The Clay Minerals 
Society (CMS) began as the 
Clay Minerals Committee 
of the US National Academy 
of Sciences – National 
Research Council in 1952. 
In 1962, the CMS was 

incorporated with the primary purpose of 
stimu lating research and disseminating 
information relating to all aspects of clay 
science and technology. The CMS holds an 
annual meeting, workshop, and fi eld trips, 
and publishes Clays and Clay Minerals and 
the CMS Workshop Lectures series. Member-

ship benefi ts include reduced registration fees 
to the annual meeting, discounts on the 
CMS Workshop Lectures, and Elements.
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The Geochemical Society 
(GS) is an international 
organization with members 
from 54 countries, founded 
in 1955 for students and 
scientists involved in the 
practice, study and teaching 

of geochemistry. Our programs include 
co-hosting the annual Goldschmidt 
ConferenceTM, editorial oversight of 
Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta (GCA), 
supporting geochemical symposia through 
our Meeting Assistance Program, and 
supporting student development through 
our Student Travel Grant Program. Addi-
tionally, GS annually recognizes excellence 
in geochemistry through its medals, lectures 
and awards. Members receive a subscription 
to Elements magazine, special member rates 
for GCA and G-cubed, publication discounts, 
and conference discounts. 
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The European  Association 
for Geochemistry was 
founded in 1985 to promote 
geochemical research and 
study in Europe. It is now 
recognized as the premiere 
geochemical organi zation 

in Europe encouraging interaction between 
geoche mists and researchers in asso cia ted 
fi elds, and promoting research and teaching 
in the public and private sectors.
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The International 
 Association of 
GeoChemistry (IAGC) has 
been a pre-eminent inter na-
tional geo chemical organi-
zation for over 40 years. Its 
principal objectives are to 

foster cooperation in, and advancement of, 
applied geo chemistry, by sponsoring specialist 
scientifi c symposia and the activities organized 
by its working groups and by support ing its 
journal, Applied Geochemistry. The adminis tra-
tion and activities of IAGC are conducted by 
its Council, comprising an Executive and ten 
ordinary members. Day-to-day administration 
is performed through the IAGC business offi ce. 
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The Société Française 
de Minéralogie et de 
Cristallographie,  the 
French Mineralogy and 
Crystallography Society, 
was founded on March 21, 
1878. The purpose of the 

Society is to promote mineralogy and 
 crystallography. Member ship benefi ts include 
the “bulletin de liaison” (in French), the 
European Journal of Miner alogy, Elements, and 
reduced registration fees for SFMC meetings.
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The Association of 
Applied  Geochemists is 
an international organiza-
tion founded in 1970 that 
specializes in the fi eld of 
applied geochemistry. Its 
aims are to advance the 

science of geochem istry as it relates to 
exploration and the environment, further 
the common interests of exploration 
geochemists, facilitate the acquisition and 
distribution of scientifi c knowledge, 
promote the exchange of information, and 
encourage research and development. AAG 
membership includes the AAG journal, 
Geochemistry: Exploration, Environment, 
 Analysis; the AAG newsletter, EXPLORE; 
and Elements.
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The Deutsche 
 Mineralogische 
 Gesellschaft (German 
Mineralogical Society) 
was founded in 1908 to 
“promote miner alogy and 
all its subdisciplines in 

teaching and research as well as the personal 
relationships among all members.” Its great 
tradition is refl ected in the list of honorary 
fellows, which include M. v. Laue, G. v. 
Tschermak, P. Eskola, C.W. Correns, P. 
Ramdohr, and H. Strunz, to name a few. 
Today, the Society especially tries to support 
young researchers, e.g. to attend conferences 
and short courses. Membership benefi ts 
include the European Journal of Mineralogy, 
the DMG Forum, GMit, and Elements.
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The Società Italiana 
di Mineralogia e 
 Petrologia (Italian Society 
of Mineralogy and Petro-
logy), established in 1940, 
is the national body repre-
senting all researchers 

deal ing with mineralogy, petrology, and 
related disciplines. Membership benefi ts 
include receiving the European Journal of 
Mineralogy, Plinius, and Elements, and a 
reduced registration fee for the annual meeting.
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The International Asso-
ciation of Geoanalysts is 
a worldwide organization 
supporting the profes sional 
interests of those involved 
in the analysis of geological 
and environmental mate-

rials. Major activities include the manage-
ment of profi ciency testing programmes for 

bulk rock and micro-analytical methods, 
the production and certifi cation of reference 
materials and the publication of the Asso-
ciation’s offi cial journal, Geostandards and 
Geoanalytical Research. 
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The Polskie 
 Towarzystwo Mineral-
ogiczne (Mineralogical 
Society of Poland), founded 
in 1969, draws together 
professionals and amateurs 
interested in mineralogy, 

crystal lography, petrology, geochemistry, 
and economic geology. The Society 
promotes links between mineralogical 
science and education and technology 
through annual conferences, fi eld trips, 
invited lectures, and publish ing. There are 
two active groups: the Clay Minerals Group, 
which is affi liated with the European Clay 
Groups Association, and the Petrology 
Group. Membership benefi ts include 
subscriptions to Mineralogia and Elements.
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The Sociedad Española 
de Mineralogía (Spanish 
 Mineralogical   Society) was 
founded in 1975 to promote 
research in mineralogy, 
petrology, and geochem-
istry. The Society organizes 

annual conferences and furthers the training 
of young researchers via seminars and 
special publications. The SEM Bulletin 
published scientifi c papers from 1978 to 
2003, the year the Society joined the Euro-
pean Journal of Mineralogy and launched 
Macla, a new journal containing scientifi c 
news, abstracts, and reviews. Membership 
benefi ts include receiving the European 
Journal of Mineralogy, Macla, and Elements.
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The Swiss Society of 
Mineralogy and 
Petrology was founded in 
1924 by professionals from 
academia and industry and 
by amateurs to promote 
knowledge in the fi elds of 

mineralogy, petrology and geochemistry and 
to disseminate it to the scientifi c and public 
communities. The Society coorganizes the 
annual Swiss Geoscience Meeting and 
publishes the Swiss Journal of Geosciences 
jointly with the national geological and 
paleontological societies. 
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 Affi liated Societies 
The International Mineralogical Association, the 
European Mineralogical Union, and the International 
Association for the Study of Clays are affi liated 

societies of Elements. The affi liated status is reserved for those organizations that serve as 
an “umbrella” for other groups in the fi elds of min er alogy, geochemistry, and petrology, 
but that do not themselves have a membership base.
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